Sugarcane Spirits Rising (AS-1)

descriptive exposition

A. Sugarcane Spirits Rising (AS-1)

Though predominantly a descriptive exposition there are some procedural elements. Towards the end of the
text are some narrative elements as Narin gives some personal experience with crop failure, which apparently is
the result of having failed to perform the ceremony being described here. !

A.1 Free Translation of Text

They will make the spirit come out (down). They will pull out the spirit. From the sugarcane.
Here, at the spirit house they will cause the spirits to possess (the shaman), like this.
And later they will perform worship there. And later to the sugarcane.

They will wash rice and they will make (appease?) the spirits there concerning the sugar cane and later they
will eat sugarcane.

After having eaten, later the rice is to be washed.

Having washed the rice, um, the sugar cane is to be eaten daily.

Having bought again and again at the market, (the sugar cane) is to be eaten, everyone will eat.
(If) the spirit hasn't been pulled out, they will not eat. (If) the spirit hasn't been pulled out they don't eat.
Researcher: What will happen?

The spirit will take hold (of a person to cause harm). They will become sick.

Researcher: Has it come up yet?

1t hasn't come out yet. When the moon rises they will pull out the spirits. Sugarcane.

1t will ripen in the lunar month of Mang. Not now. Now the flowers are blossoming.

That's all I know, Bai.

When the moon rises they will pull out the spirits.

Then in every house, daily on a regular basis they will wash rice and they will cook rice. And with the rice
rinse water they will make the d3"or food dish. And later they will eat.

With that much we sowed two k"3di sacks of paddy. It all went as a gift (to the spirits? the earth?). There, there
wasn't even one seed (produced). Two k'3dli of paddy went to waste.

If we had eaten (the rice) it would have been good for living. We are saying, “we sowed for nothing”. There
isn't even one straw to fetch. Weeds choked the whole crop.

That's all I know, Bai. When the paddy is harvested, the sugar cane press is to be operated.

Researcher: Will the spirit come up for mangoes?

During the mango season the spirit will be pulled out also. They will say, “(It's) the new mango (time).”
For corn they won't pull out the spirit.

For okra also they will not pull out the spirits.

Tape 3a:145-277 (AS) c1967, Narrator: Narin. Researchers: Betsy Schuyler and Fran Woods.
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A.2 Sugarcane Spirits Rising Interlinear
AS-1:1.1

FOTHATT|

ut"auat

v

pull out-3P.F2

They will make (the spirit) come out.

AS-1:1.2
T BTSNl
deo uthauat
N VvV

spirit pull out-3P.F2
They will pull out the spirit.

AS-1:1.3
SteT El
dada ke
N CASE

sugar cane GOL
From the sugarcane.

AS-1:2.1
Lo | I T BRI L]
eta deo guri ne tfegauat ason
ADV N N POSTP V ADV

here spirit god house =LOC climb-CAUS-3P.F2 like this

Here, at the spirit house they will cause the spirits to possess (the shaman), like this.
AS-1:2.2

AT I gAT  EET AT FHEdl

aru pase huta p"udza pani koruat

CONJ ADV ADV N \'

and  later there holy water = do-3P.F2

And later they will perform worship there.

AS-1:2.3
AT IE (T £l
aur pase dada ke
CONJ ADV N CASE

and later sugar cane GOL
And later to the sugarcane.

AS-1:3
AT dTHAd AT ST E Dt | Y 1 o s S s e < A i Ed
tfaur d"ouat aur dada ke  huta deo bonauat aur pase dada ke
N A% CONJ N CASE ADV N A% CONJ ADV N CASE

rice wash-3P.F2 and sugarcane GOL there spirit make-3P.F2 and later sugar cane GOL

GTH3ATd|
kPauat
TR
eat-3P.F2

They will wash rice and they will make (appease?) the spirits there concerning the sugar cane and later they

will eat sugarcane.
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AS-1:4
CIET] T 9TE FTSY 4IdIT A
khaun bhati pase tfaur dotor ae
TR PRT ADV N \%

eat-CONJ.COMP after later rice wash-CONJ.INC-is.3S
After having eaten, later the rice is to be washed.

AS-1:5
EIESSR T qTe, SreT T A0 ST
tfaur d"oun pase dada khator ae rods
N \% ADV N v ADV

rice  wash-CONJ.COMP later sugar cane eat-CONJ.INC-i1s.3S daily
Having washed the rice, the sugar cane is to be eaten daily.

AS-1:6
HES A B GG Grae Ay q9 G|
hate bole g"enun g"enun khator ae sob kPMauat
N ADV V v % ADJ TR

market=LOC also buy-CONJ.COMP buy-CONJ.COMP eat-CONJ.INC-is.3S all eat-3P.F2

Having bought again and again at the market, (the sugar cane) is to be eaten, everyone will eat.

AS-1:7.1

T AT e EIES ClH
deo ni uthalo khaunuat
N NEG V \%

spirit not pull out-PTC.3S.M eat-CONJ.COMP-not-3P.F2
() the spirit hasn't been pulled out, they will not eat. >

AS-1:7.2

M AT BT CIRCIE G
deo ni uthalo ni  kPaot
N NEG V NEG V

spirit not pull out-PTC.3S.M not eat-3P
(If) the spirit hasn't been pulled out they don't eat.

Researcher: What will happen if don't do it?

AS-1:8.1
A YL
deo d"oruae
N V

spirit take hold-3S.F2
The spirit will take hold (of a person to cause harm).

AS-1:8.2
JHTT gl
bemar huae
N A

sickness become-3S.F2
They will become sick.

Researcher: Has it come up yet?

AS-1:9.1
LIS G
nadzun ut"e
ADV V

not yet pull out-3s
It hasn't come up yet.

2<ktqunua>has a discontinuous morpheme: <-uat> has neg <nu> inserted.
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AS-1:9.2

ST FEr ST SoT&Herd EE
dzon udli dzale ufhauat deo
N \% ADV V N

moon rise-3S.NM.PC when pull out-3P.F2 spirit
When the moon rises they will pull out the spirits.

AS-1:9.3
st
dada
N
sugar canc
Sugarcane.
AS-1:10.1
whT ST ) TTRATT
mag dzon ne pakuae
N N POSTP V

Feb-Mar lunar month =LOC ripen-3S.F2

1t will ripen in the lunar month of Mang.
AS-1:10.2

Ty AT

ebe nai

ADV ADV

now no

Not now.
AS-1:10.3

TT R Al

ebe p"ul nikraese

ADV N \Y%

now flower leave-CAUS-3S.PINC
Now the flowers are blossoming.

AS-1:11
I T
itli ke  dzané Dbai
ADJ CASE V VOC

this much GOL know-1S Bai
That's all I know, Bai.

AS-1:12

ST ZEeAl S1E T EC L&
dzon udli dzale uthauat deo
N \% ADV V N

lunar month rise-3S.NM.PC when pull out-3P.F2 spirit
When the moon rises they will pull out the spirits.

AS-1:13.1
SR L =t T EIESC I | | i Tigaal
tebe sab gPare pitfi rodze tfaur d"ouat aur bPat raduat
CONJ ADJ N ADV ADV N Vv CONJ N \%

then all house=LOC regularly daily-EMP rice wash-3P.F2 and rice (cooked) prepare food-3P.F2
Then in every house, daily on a regular basis they will wash rice and they will cook rice.
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AS-1:13.2
AT = A ET- 1LY Tl
aur  tforon ke  dzPor raduat
CONJ N CASE N %

and  water (milky) GOL food dish prepare food-3P.F2
And with the rice rinse water they will make the d3’or food dish.
AS-1:13.3

AT @A |
aur kPauat pase

CONJ TR ADV
and  eat-3P.F2 later
And later they will eat.

AS-1:14.1
gadr T T T el T TA
hutlo ne ami dui  k"3di d"an bunlu
ADV POSTP PPRON NUM N N \'

that much =LOC we-EMP two grain measurement paddy rice sow grain-1P.PTC
With that much, we sowed two k'3dli sacks of paddy.

AS-1:14.2
fAFA AT AT
bilkul inam geli
ADV N VvV

very much gift go-3S.NM.PC

It all went as a gift (to the spirits? the earth?).
AS-1:14.3

AT Wed AT A gl

huta gotok bitfa ni  hoe

ADV NUM N NEG V

there one seed not become-3S

There wasn't even one seed (produced).

AS-1:14.4

T =S & AT AT
dui  k"3di d"an bilkul geli
NUM N N ADV \%

two  grain measurement paddy rice very much go-3S.NM.PC
Two k'3di of paddy went to waste.

AS-1:15.1
T3, Tl Ste & AT
kPau role dziu ke lagtibe
\% N  CASE V

eat-CONJ.COMP-be-CNSUF life GOL  stick-3S.NM.SUBJ-AB
If we had eaten (the rice) it would have been good for living.

AS-1:15.2
BT ol FAG FIH|
“pPokaha kadze bunlu” boliise
ADV POSTP V \%
for nothing for sow grain-1P.PTC say-1P.PINC

We are saying, “We sowed for nothing.”
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AS-1:15.3
LR e e A T b | SR | N L
huta gotok k"or ke betfi ni hoe
ADV NUM N CASE N NEG V
there one  straw GOL fetching not become-3S

There isn't even one piece of straw to fetch.
AS-1:15.4

q9 % AED ATl

sob ke lata tfepali

ADJ CASE N A\

all GOL weed squeeze out-3S.NM.PC
Weeds choked the whole crop.

AS-1:16
B G O 1 N1 LU T
itli ke dzané moé  bai
ADJ CASE V PPRON VOC
this much GOL know-1S 1 Bai
That's all I know, Bai.
AS-1:17
SEl I FlEAl o AT FLATL AT
dada dhan katlo ne ghana kortor ae
N N ADJ CASE N v

sugar cane paddy rice cut-ADJR =MAN sugar cane press do-CONJ.INC-is.3S
When the paddy is harvested, the sugar cane press is to be operated.
Researcher: Will the spirit come up for mangoes?
AS-1:18.1
E 1001 S K B | T | s
ama bera deo aur uffauat
N N N ADJ V
mango time spirit other pull out-3P.F2
During the mango season the spirit will be pulled out also.

AS-1:18.2

E 11 | 1 5 L
“ama n{ia” boluat
N ADJ V

mango new say-3P.F2
They will say, “(It's) the new mango (time).”

AS-1:18.3

SISO R | BT | EEIl
dzodra ke ni  uttauat deo
N CASE NEG V N

corn GOL not pull out-3P.F2 spirit
For corn they won't pull out the spirit.
AS-1:18.4

LI R 1= | N | B 7 s
b'édi ke  bole deo ni ut"auat

N CASE ADV N NEG V

okra GOL also spirit not pull out-3P.F2
For okra also they will not pull out the spirits.
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Abbreviations

1s
1p
3s
3p
AB
ADJ
ADJR
ADV
CASE
CAUS
CNSUF
COMP
CONJ
EMP
F2
GOL
INC
LOC

MAN

NEG
NM
NUM
PC
PINC
POSTP
PPRON
PRT
PTC
SUBJ
TR

vVOC

first person, plural
first person, singular
third person, plural
third person, singular
ablative

adjective
adjectiviser
adverb(ial)

case marker
causative
conditional/temporal suffix
complete
conjunctive
emphatic marker
future 2

goal marker
incomplete
locative

human male
manner

noun

negation, negative
non human-male
cardinal number
present complete
present incomplete
post position
personal pronoun
particle

past complete
subjunctive
transitive

verb

vocative
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