
House Building (P-5)
procedural

A. House Building (P-5)

A brief text typed by Chingaru in which he briefly describes the process for building a house.1

Figure 1 : House building, Bhatpal, 1967. (photo: Fran Woods)

A.1 Free translation of text

1. This is about building a house.
2. At the time of house building, the põdʒear, ɡunea, and sirha are to be consulted and asked to get the spirits'

advice. And they are to be being asked. When they have told the spirits, they (the spirits) will say, "Build in this
place!" In the place they said, one is to build the house.

3. Firstly, the foundations are to be dug for the wall. When finished raising the walls, the main beams are to
be put in place and then the battens nailed on. With that, the roof tiles are to be laid in place.

4. And again the spirits are to be consulted and asked (when to occupy house).
5. When the spirits tell (the day), on that day the people will take residence. If the kəta is to be performed then

it is to be performed. And to all the workers and the children a feast is to be given.
6. That's it, it's finished.

1Text typed in romanised Halbi by Chingaru Ram Baghel, c1972. Researcher: Fran Woods.
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A.2 House Building Interlinear
P-5:1
घर
ɡʰər
n
house

बाँदतो
bãdto
adj
tie-adjr

बूता गोट
buta
n
work

आए।
ɡoʈ ae
eq
speech is.3s

This is about building a house.
P-5:2.1
घर
ɡʰər
n
house

बाँदतो
bãdto
adj
tie-adjr

बेरा
bera
n
time

पोंजेआर
põdʒear
n
diviner(masc)

आऊर
aur
conj
and

गूनेआ
ɡunea
n
diviner

आऊर
aur
conj
and

सीरहा
sirha
n
shaman

मन
mən
prt
=pl

के
ke
case
gol

देओ
deo
n
spirit

बोसातोर आए
bosator ae
v
sit-caus-conj.inc-is.3s

आऊर
aur
conj
and

पुचतोर आए
putʃtor ae
v
ask-conj.inc-is.3s

हून
hun
dem
that

सीरहा
sirha
n
shaman

गूनेआ
ɡunea
n
diviner

पोंजेआर
põdʒear
n
diviner(masc)

मन
mən
prt
=pl

के।
ke
case
gol

At the time of house building, the põdʒear, ɡunea, and sirha are to be consulted and asked to get the spirit's
advice.

P-5:2.2
आऊर
aur
conj
and

पुचतोर आए।
putʃtor ae
v
ask-conj.inc-is.3s

And they are to be being asked.
P-5:2.3
आऊर
aur
conj
and

हून मन
hun mən
ppron
they

साँगला
sãɡla
v
tell-3p.ptc

आले,
ale
adv
when

"ए
e
dem
this

लगे
ləɡe
n
place=loc

बाँदा!"
bãda
v
tie-imp.2p

बोलूआत।
boluat
v
say-3p.f2

When they have told the spirits, they (the spirits) will say, "Build in this place!"
P-5:2.4
हून मन
hun mən
ppron
they

चो
tʃo
prt
=poss

साँगलो
sãɡlo
adj
tell-adjr

लगे
ləɡe
n
place=loc

बाँदतोर आए।
bãdtor ae
v
tie-conj.inc-is.3s

In the place they said, one is to build the house.
P-5:3.1
आगे
aɡe
adv
first

पाएआ
paea
n
house foundation

खोड़तोर आए
kʰoɽtor ae
v
dig-conj.inc-is.3s

भीती
bʰiti
n
wall

काजे।
kadʒe
postp
for

Firstly, the foundations are to be dug for the wall.
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P-5:3.2
भीती
bʰiti
n
wall

ऊटान
uʈan
v
get up-caus-conj.comp

सरली
sərli
v
finish-3s.nm.pc

आले
ale
adv
when

काँडा
kãɖa
n
rafter

टेंगरतोर आए
ʈẽɡərtor ae
v
lift and put in place-conj.inc-is.3s

आऊर
aur
conj
and

बोता
bota
n
roof cross-pieces

ठेचतोर आए।
ʈʰetʃtor ae
v
hammer-conj.inc-is.3s

When finished raising the walls, the main beams are to be put in place and then the battens nailed on.
P-5:3.3
हूतलो
hutlo
adv
that much

ने
ne
postp
=loc

खपरा
kʰəpra
n
roof tile

छाँऊँतोर आए।
tʃʰãũtor ae
v
roof-conj.inc-is.3s

With that, the roof tiles are to be laid in place.
P-5:4
आऊर
aur
conj
and

फेर
pʰer
adv
again

देओ
deo
n
spirit

बोसातोर आए
bosator ae
v
sit-caus-conj.inc-is.3s

आऊर
aur
conj
and

पुचतोर आए।
putʃtor ae
v
ask-conj.inc-is.3s

And again the spirits are to be consulted and asked (when to occupy house).
P-5:5.1
आऊर
aur
conj
and

देओ
deo
n
spirit

मन
mən
prt
=pl

साँगला
sãɡla
v
tell-3p.ptc

आले
ale
adv
when

हून
hun
dem
that

दीने
dine
n
day-emp

डेरा
ɖera
n
residence

पोड़तोर आए।
poɽtor ae
v
take up-conj.inc-is.3s

When the spirits tell (the day), on that day the people will take residence.
P-5:5.2
कता
kəta
n
religious ceremony

सूनतोर
suntor
v
hear-conj.inc

होले
hole
v
become-cnsuf

कता
kəta
n
religious ceremony

सूनतोर आए।
suntor ae
v
hear-conj.inc-is.3s

If the kəta is to be performed then it is to be performed.
P-5:5.3
आऊर
aur
conj
and

हून
hun
dem
that

बूता
buta
n
work

करूक
kəruk
v
do-inf

लागलो
laɡlo
adj
stick-adjr

लोग मन
loɡ mən
n
people

के
ke
case
gol

पीला मन
pila mən
n
children

के
ke
case
gol

दार
dar
n
lentils

भात
bʰat
n
rice (cooked)

खोआतोर आए।
kʰoator ae
v
feed-conj.inc-is.3s

And to all the workers and the children a feast is to be given.
P-5:6
हूतलो ने
hutlo ne
idiom
that's all

सरली।
sərli
v
finish-3s.nm.pc

That's it, it's finished.
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Abbreviations

2p = second person, singular
3s = third person, plural
3p = third person, singular
adj = adjective
adjr = adjectiviser
adv = adverb(ial)
case = case marker
caus = causative
cnsuf = conditional/temporal suffix
comp = complete
conj = conjunctive
dem = demonstrative
emp = emphatic marker
eq = equative
f2 = future 2
gol = goal marker
imp = imperative
inc = incomplete
inf = infinitive
loc = locative
masc = masculine marker
n = noun
nm = non human-male
pc = present complete
pl = pluraliser
poss = possessive particle
postp = post position
ppron = personal pronoun
prt = particle
ptc = past complete
v = verb
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