Being in Nepal by Chingaru (CHG-2)

descriptive
1 Being in Nepal by Chingaru (CHG-2)

This handwritten text by Chingaru provides his account of being in Nepal during 1974.!
Parts of the text are very similar to one written by Durga (Nepal Impressions (DN-4)). He
describes their housing and ours, shopping for foodstuff, and his miscellaneous impressions
of the Kathmandu. He also talks about when Jay Narayan, a Maithili speaker, came to stay
so he could work with Alice and Jenny? in teaching them his language.

Some of the text is narrative though mostly it is descriptive.

1.1 Free Translation of Text

1. This is about when we were staying in Nepal.

2. Now we are in Nepal. Our house is quite small. We are two people there (in the small
house).

3. The ladies' house is big. It's a two storey one. Up above is a flat area for drying
clothes. There is a very small room there.

4. And in the storey below are three rooms. In one room are the things for Jenny Bai to
sleep and sit.

5. The bathing room and the toilet room are the same room. In one room is the ladies
kitchen. And (in) one room is something to sit on or else for teaching.

6. And on the floor above are two rooms. And the bathing room and toilet room are the
same room. In one room Alice Bai lives. And in one room our Bai lives. There, there is one
small room. In that room the empty suitcases are stored. Our residence is below (outside).
The ladies' house is a little separate. We two are there since we came. That house is a new
one. A little bit of water seeps into it. They dry out the concrete there (with a heater). That
things is to be glowing red. Day and night we were heating thus. Now it is drying out.

7. When it rains, it will again leak and it will dry out.

8. It rains well in Nepal. The day after we came they gave us money to buy vegetables
and rice, 40 rupees. We two put on shirts and all and went to the market. And, we got 1
measure of rice for 13 rupees. And 1 measure of flour for 5 rupees and we got 1 measure of
potatoes for 4 rupees, and we got 1 measure of onions for 4 rupees 20 poesa. And we got
dhall, curry powder, garlic and chillies. (We got) tomatoes (and we got) oil for 8 rupees
and whatever else we bought a whole lot of things and we brought them (back to the house).

'Handwritten notes by Chingaru, 1974. Researcher: Fran Woods.
2 Alice Davis and Jenny Williams were doing linguistic research on the Maithili language as spoken in the
Terai of Nepal.
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9. Having brought them, whether it is 2 days or 3 days, having prepared (our food) we
were eating.

10. And the person teaching Alice Bai and Jenny Bai came to our residence. Now we are
3 people.

11. That man previously stayed at another house. Jenny Bai and Alice Bai were giv-
ing him money for his food. Therefore he was eating at a hotel. And he goes to his own
accommodation, so I'm told.

12. Now he is with us. He came here. They said he will stay with us. Therefore he is with
us.

13. His name is Jay Narayan. He teaches Jenny Bai and Alice Bai the Maithili language.
We teach Fran Bai the Halbi language.

14. In this country there are many ruined temples. And they are making new ones.

15. In Nepal are many people from other countries. Nepal's women, children and men
all smoke cigarettes. And they eat cannabis. And many people also eat beef.

16. In this country are many beautiful temples.

17. Also, in this country vegetables, rice, clothing, just everything is expensive.

18. And this country is very dirty and smelly. They will have defecated a lot beside the
roads. And the vehicle drivers will have made a lot of muddy manure (as they drive over it
all).

19. In this country there are people from Japan, there are people from America, there are
people from England, there are people from China (and) there are people from India. And
from whatever other countries, many people have come. I am unable to tell the names (of
all the places).

1.2 Being in Nepal Interlinear

CHG-2:1
AT ERIE ) T Trar T AT e
amtfo nepal des ne roto bera tfo got
POSSPRON PN N POSTP ADJ N PRT N

we=POSS Nepal country =LOC be-ADJR time =POSS speech
This is about when we were staying in Nepal.

CHG-2:2.1
aeft Uy Fme W ¥ e
ami ebe nepal des ne asti
PPRON ADV PN N POSTP ST

we-EMP now Nepal country =LOC is.1P
Now we are in Nepal.

CHG-2:2.2
EIEET) RS 1 s
amtfo ghor nani ae
POSSPRON N ADJ EQ

we=POSS house small 1s.3S
Our house is quite small.
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CHG-2:2.3

EURIE aHr T AW e
hun t"ane  ami dui dz"an asii
ADV PPRON NUM CLSS ST

that-at a place we-EMP two person is.1P
We are two people there (in the small house).

CHG-2:3.1

ELEI: G 1 > O § | oy
bai mon tfo gior bore ae
N PRT PRT N ADJ EQ

lady =PL =POSS house big 1is.3S
The ladies' house is big.

CHG-2:3.2

T TS AT T
dui paudjy biti ae
NUM N CLSS EQ

two storey of a house thing is.3S
It's a two storey one.

CHG-2:3.3
IUT FASTAAT  HHTTI N == A
upar kopra lota sukato biti tfPotf ase
POSTP N ADJ CLSS N ST
above clothes dry-CAUS-ADJR thing flat roof is.3S
Up above is a flat area for drying clothes.

CHG-2:34
I AT T R 1
upar pauds ne dui than kPoli ase
POSTP N POSTP NUM CLSS N ST

above storey of a house =LOC two thing room is.3S
In the upper storey there are two rooms.

CHG-2:3.5

qer qIe Bl &y
ado bate tflotf  ae
NUM N N EQ

half direction=LOC flat roof is.3S
Half the area is flat.

CHG-2:3.6
EulRl Tesw AT AT @Iel e
hun losge  gotok nani maha kPoli ase
ADV NUM ADJ ADV N ST
at that place one  small like room is.3S
There is a very small room there.

CHG-2:4.1
EIEaiCIC] ELE 2 T 16 I G BT Al
aur kPhale tfo pauds ne tin t"an kPoli ase
CONJ ADV PRT N POSTP NUM CLSS N ST

and  beneath=LOC =POSS storey of a house =LOC three thing room is.3S
And in the storey below are three rooms.
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CHG-2:4.2
TeFk  dredt F S @ e Ar "redar FEar il s
gotok k"oli ne dzeni bai tfo sooto bosto  biti ase
NUM N POSTP PERNM N  PRT  ADJ ADJ CLSS ST

one room =LOC Jenny lady =POSS sleep-ADJR sit-ADJR thing is.3S
In one room are the things for Jenny Bai to sleep and sit.

CHG-2:5.1
ATETdl TR ATHT WIS aTheT TTEht 3|
nahato bakra aur bP"ata bakra gotki ae
ADJ N CONJ N N ADJ  EQ

bathe-ADJR room and toilet room justone is.3S
The bathing room and the toilet room are the same room.

CHG-2:5.2
TeF T o e wT AT G FCAT AT s
gotok bakra ne bai mon tfo rada bara korto biti ae
NUM N POSTP N PRT PRT N ADJ CLSS EQ

one room =LOC lady =PL =POSS food preparation do-ADJR thing is.3S
In one room is the ladies kitchen.

CHG-2:5.3
T T e S e B e | LU P AL AT T
aur gotak bakra boslo  biti ae nahale sikato biti ae
CONJ NUM N ADJ CLSS EQ CONJ  ADJ CLSS EQ

and one room sit-ADJR thing is.3S otherwise teach-ADJR thing is.3S
And (in) one room is something to sit on or else for teaching.

CHG-2:6.1
AT A FAT AT AT T ELE - 1 A
aur dzanu upar tfo paud3 ne bole dui t"an KkPoli ase
CONJ PRT POSTP PRT N POSTP ADV NUM CLSS N ST

and focus above =POSS storey of a house =LOC also two thing room is.3S
And on the floor above are two rooms.

CHG-2:6.2
AT W Ted  qrgrar ATHRLT AT 9T ATHRLT el AT
aur dzanu gotok nahato bakra aur b"ata bakra gotki ae
CONJ PRT NUM ADJ N CONJ N N ADJ EQ

and focus one  bathe-ADJR room and toilet room justone is.3S
And the bathing room and toilet room are the same room.

CHG-2:6.3
Mesdk @il qAT  GTE USEAT
gotok k"oli ne alos bai rouae

NUM N POSTP PERNM N AV
one room =LOC Alice lady be-3S.F2
In one room Alice Bai lives.

CHG-2:6.4
AHT TMeF Grer o =T EIER =
aur gotak k"oli ne amtfo bai rouae

CONJ NUM N POSTP POSSPRON N \%
and one room =LOC we=POSS lady be-3S.F2
And in one room our Bai lives.
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CHG-2:6.5
qer qTe Exl &y
ado bate tfPotf  ae
NUM N N EQ

half direction=LOC flat roof 1s.3S
Half the area is a flat area.
CHG-2:6.6
EGRAll LA T 1 M o Y O

hun lsge  gotok nani maha kPoli ase

ADV NUM ADJ ADV N ST
at that place one  small like room 1is.3S
There, there is one small room.

CHG-2:6.7
g @t o TAT HEH AT HITS L
hun kPoli ne tfutfae sdduk mon sdgau ruat
DEM N POSTP ADJ N PRT V

that room =LOC empty wooden suitcase =PL put away-CONJ.COMP-be-3P.F2
In that room the empty suitcases are stored.

CHG-2:6.8
BT Trar =T EIE] AT
amtfo rolo dera khale ae
POSSPRON ADJ N ADV EQ

we=P0OSS be-ADJR residence beneath=LOC 1is.3S
Our residence is below (outside).

CHG-2:6.9
aE {a o = T Al EierE e JrT
bai moan tfo g"or bole kMdik slge ae
N PRT PRT N ADV ADJ ADV EQ

lady =PL =POSS house also alittle separately is.3S
The ladies' house is a little separate.

CHG-2:6.10
EukLE] aeft @ omw o el AT T A
hun t"ane ami dui dz"an ilo din le ast
ADV PPRON NUM CLSS ADJ N MKR ST

that-at a place we-EMP two person come-ADJR day =SRC is.1P
We two are there since we came.
CHG-2:6.11
EN L G L e
hun g"r nda biti ae
DEM N ADJ CLSS EQ
that house new thing is.3S
That house is a new one.
CHG-2:6.12
EEE Il IEIEd 69T gleeul
k"Mdik pani potfpotfle osean  houae
ADJ N \'% ADV ST
alittle water seep-CNSUF like this become-3S.F2
A little bit of water seeps into it.
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CHG-2:6.13
B IR EEIEE IR
hun ke koref Dbiti thane sukauat
DEM CASE N CLSS N Y

that GOL concrete thing place=LOC dry-CAUS-3P.F2
They dry out the concrete there (with a heater).

CHG-2:6.14

UG RS RS R e

hun biti rag rogte rouae

DEM CLSS V

that thing brightly flash-CONJ.INC-be-3S.F2
That things is to be glowing red.

CHG-2:6.15
g Ot T T T
rat modzen tfPekate rolu gune
N N \% CONJ

night mid-morning warm something-CAUS-CONJ.INC-be-1P.PTC therefore
Day and night we were heating thus.

CHG-2:6.16

TRTE |

edaé sukese

ADV V
now dry-3S.PINC
Now it is drying out.

CHG-2:7
I AR R A AT ST GFHAT
pani marle p'er usne tfihluat aur sukuae
\' ADV ADV \' CONJ V

rain-CNSUF again like that=MAN spread-3P.F2 and  dry-3S.F2
When it rains, it will again leak and it will dry out.

CHG-2:8.1
ERIE L Gl qFT AT AT
nepal des ne otf"a pani marese
PN N POSTP ADV V

Nepal country =LOC good rain-3S.PINC
It rains well in Nepal.

CHG-2:8.2
aw FTAr AT AT TH A W F AW
am ke gelo din tfo pase dine am ke  sag
PRON CASE ADJ N PRT ADV N PRON CASE N

we GOL go-ADJR day =POSS later day-EMP we GOL vegetables rice

AT <, EICICEECE
poesa dila tfalis rupea
N \Y% NUM N

money give-3P.PTC forty rupee

The day after we came they gave us money to buy vegetables and rice, 40 rupees.

AT FST
tfaur kadze

N

POSTP
for
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CHG-2:8.3
AT W T AN AT fEdl hiEd qMST e dqTe
ami dzanu dui dz"an kurta kugti p"idlu aur hat  Dbate
PPRON PRT NUM CLSS CN \Y% CONJ N N
we-EMP focus two person shirts wear-1P.PTC and  market direction=LOC
T
gelu
\%
go-1P.PTC
We two put on shirts and all and went to the market.
CHG-2:8.4
qFT S ¢ T EIEZE LK) T T F
aur dzanu 1 pathi tfaur d"srlu tera rupea kadsze
CONJ PRT NUM N N % NUM N POSTP

and focus one grain measure rice take hold-1P.PTC thirteen rupee for
And, we got 1 measure of rice for 13 rupees.

CHG-2:8.5

AT MeT ¢ Gl COR G | B o = B | < |

aur ata 1 drarni 5 rupea kadze aur alu

CONJ N NUM N NUM N POSTP CONJ N

and flour one weight measurement five rupee for and  potato
CEG | UH AT ¥ YAl EWIN ST WiedT
drarlu ek  drarni 4 rupea kadze aur godri
\' NUM N NUM N POSTP CONJ N
take hold-1P.PTC one weight measurement four rupee for and  onion
Bt TF  eTer ¥ o e dF qIUET Fwe
d"srlu ek  d'arni 4 rupea bis poesa kadsze
\ NUM N NUM N NUM N POSTP

take hold-1P.PTC one weight measurement four rupee twenty money for
And 1 measure of flour for 5 rupees and we got 1 measure of potatoes for 4 rupees, and we got 1
measure of onions for 4 rupees 20 poesa.

CHG-2:8.6
AT T O] HHTAT T W e
aur dar dPorlu mosala losun miri ae
CONJ N \Y% N N N EQ

and lentils take hold-1P.PTC curry powder garlic chillies is.3S
And we got dhall, curry powder, garlic and chillies.

CHG-2:8.7
qiSEmT WU, q AU A TR AT T FUHT AT g
madobaga ae tel ae af  rupea tfo aur kae kae biti kPube
N EQ N EQ NUM N PRT CONJ REL CLSS ADJ

tomato is.3S oil is.3S eight rupee =POSS and whatever thing early-EMP



ERE| AT A
g"enlu aur anlu
A% CONJ V

buy-1P.PTC and

Being in Nepal by Chingaru (CHG-2)

bring-1P.PTC

(We got) tomatoes (and we got) oil for 8 rupees and whatever else we bought a whole lot of
things and we brought them (back to the house).

CHG-2:9
AT AT g3 &
anun bPati dui din
\% PRT CN

bring-CONJ.COMP after two-day

AT FC AT T
ae kae tindin ae ale
EQ REL CN EQ CONJ
is.3S what three-day is.3S whether

Tte Grd T3
radun khate roti
\% \%

prepare food-CONJ.COMP eat-CONJ.INC-be-1P
Having brought them, whether it is 2 days or 3 days, having prepared (our food) we were eating.

CHG-2:10.1

WL TEF AT 9T AT aad a1 #9 =T HreFrar AT

aur gotok dzeni bai aur alas bai man tfo sikato bita
CONJ NUM PERNM N CONJ PERNM N  PRT PRT ADJ CLSS
and one Jenny lady and Alice lady =PL =POSS teach-ADJR person(M)

EIEEE T TAr 3 o1 Bl

bole amtfo rolo dera t"ane ilo

ADV POSSPRON ADJ N N Y

also we=POSS

be-ADJR residence place=LOC come-PTC.3S.M

And the person teaching Alice Bai and Jenny Bai came to our residence.

T

rolo
v

before other house=LOC be-PTC.3S.M

CHG-2:10.2
L I o S 1 -1 I £
ebe ami tin dz"an asii
ADV PPRON NUM CLSS ST
now we-EMP three person is.1P
Now we are 3 people.
CHG-2:11.1
EUR L Gk S - kY
hun monuk age aur g"re
DEM N ADV ADJ N
that man
That man previously stayed at another house.
CHG-2:11.2
EUlLl

gET FS ST AT AT AT ATe A ruEr

hun tfo khana kadze dzeni bai aur alos bai mon poesa
POSSPRON N POSTP PERNM N CONJ PERNM N  PRT N
he=POSS  eat-NOM for Jenny lady and Alice lady =PL money
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= Tl

dete rohot

\'

give-CONJ.INC-be-3S
Jenny Bai and Alice Bai were giving him money for his food.

CHG-2:11.3

GEl ST gled o gTuH|
tebe dzanu hotal thane khaese
CONJ PRT N N \'
therefore focus hotel place=LOC eat-3S.PINC
Therefore he was eating at a hotel.

CHG-2:114
WHT AIeAr =T oI ST Al
aur aplo dera thane dzae mone
CONJ PRON N N % PRT

and one's own residence place=LOC go-3S REPRTDINFO
And he goes to his own accommodation, so I'm told.

CHG-2:12.1 .
TS g ewEr =€ A
ebe hun amtfo sdge ase

ADV PRON POSSPRON POSTP ST
now he we=POSS with-EMP 1is.3S
Now he is with us.

CHG-2:12.2
ERlY Exl
itae ilo
ADV \%

REL.EMP-here-EMP come-PTC.3S.M
He came here.

CHG-2:12.3
E T Lk 1 =T T FreAAT A
hun ke am tfo s3ge rose bolla mane
PRON CASE PRON PRT POSTP V \Y% PRT
he GOL we  =POSS with-EMP be-2S.F1 say-3P.PTC SFM
They said he will stay with us.

CHG-2:124
GES ArH=AT =€ A
tebe amtfo sdge ase

CONJ POSSPRON POSTP ST
therefore we=POSS  with-EMP 1s.3S
Therefore he is with us.

CHG-2:13.1
Eulcll qE ST AR AT )
hun tfo naw d3oy narayen naw ae
POSSPRON N PERNM N EQ

he=POSS  name Jay Narayan name 1is.3S
His name is Jay Narayan.
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CHG-2:13.2

ES LA L | S i - N TR 1 1> 1 M 1 HrRTST)
hun dzeni bai aur ales bai mon ke  maet'sli got sikauae
DEM PERNM N CONJ PERNM N  PRT CASE PN N \Y%

that Jenny lady and Alice lady =PL GOL Maithili language teach-3S.F2
He teaches Jenny Bai and Alice Bai the Maithili language.

CHG-2:13.3

aeft w®A ATE F gedl e TS|
ami p'ren bai ke  halbi got sikauaii
PPRON PN N CASE N N \%

we-EMP Fran lady GOL Halbi language language teach-1P.F2
We teach Fran Bai the Halbi language.

CHG-2:14.1
T E T ST euEr iR w9 F 0 JErEm|
e des ne dzanu oesa m3d'ir mon ke  nosalase
PRON N POSTP PRT ADJ N PRT CASE V

this  country =LOC focus much temple =PL GOL spoil-3P.PC
In this country there are many ruined temples.
CHG-2:14.2
EIETE G C IR G G
aur nlid niid monaesot
CONJ ADJ ADJ V
and new new make-3P.PINC
And they are making new ones.

CHG-2:15.1
Rl Gl AT AL 3 I AWHT  HEE
nepal des ne aur aur des tfo log men asot
PN N POSTP ADJ ADJ N PRT N ST

Nepal country =LOC other other country =POSS people is.3P
In Nepal are many people from other countries.

CHG-2:15.2
ERIE L LI 1L S 1 B e S 1 LA 1 R R 7 s
nepal des tfo baele pila monuk dzomae sikref piuat
PN N PRT N N N ADJ N \%
Nepal country =POSS woman child man all-EMP cigarette smoke a cigarette-3P.F2
Nepal's women, children and men all smoke cigarettes.
CHG-2:15.3

AT WSS AT G|
aur g3dszii bole k"auat
CONJ N ADV TR

and hemp also eat-3P.F2
And they eat cannabis.

CHG-2:154
AT TSI E & d FUERT AN GTSHed|
aur burga mas ke  bole kaekae log  kPauat
CONJ ADJ N  CASE ADV REL N TR

and  fully grown(M) meat GOL also whatever people eat-3P.F2
And many people also eat beef.
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CHG-2:16
T e T I C I RS At Aqfiw A s
e des ne otffa otfPa stidor  biti m3d"ir mon ase
PRON N POSTP ADV ADV ADJ CLSS N PRT ST
this  country =LOC good good beautiful thing temple =PL 1is.3S
In this country are many beautiful temples.
CHG-2:17
ey i T ELE IR ST FASTAGT STHTT  FTHT
ei des ne bole sag tfaur kopra lota dzomae bani
PRON N POSTP ADV N N N ADJ CLSS
this one(EMP) country =LOC also vegetables rice clothes all-EMP thing
W R
moh3g  holise
ADJ ST
expensive become-3S.NM.PC
Also, in this country vegetables, rice, clothing, just everything is expensive.
CHG-2:18.1
T U I AUAT GRSl Tl
aur e des desa pohri ae
CONJ PRON N ADJ N EQ
and this  country much dirty and smelly(F) is.3S
And this country is very dirty and smelly.
CHG-2:18.2
LR = FUAT EN] 3|
sorak rete rete desa hagu rouat
N ADV ADV ADJ V
road atside of atside of much defecate-CONJ.COMP-be-3P.F2
They will have defecated a lot beside the roads.
CHG-2:18.3
ST JAUAT Hohed TaL TIATS AT qrse A4 =
aur 9esa tfikal goebar monau rouat mot"or bita moan
CONJ ADJ N N A\ N CLSS PRT
and much mud manure make-CONJ.COMP-be-3P.F2 vehicle person(M) =PL
And the vehicle drivers will have made a lot of muddy manure (as they drive over it all).
CHG-2:19.1
T T T ST 3 I ART SEId, AR AT AN
e des ne dzapan des tfo log asot omirika tfo log
PRON N POSTP PN N PRT N ST PN PRT N
this  country =LOC Japan country =POSS people is.3P America =POSS people
qEE, e L o 21 1 L I AR S
asot 1igléd  des tfo log asot tfin des tfo log asot
ST PN N PRT N ST PN N PRT N ST
is.3P  England country =POSS people is.3P China country =POSS people is.3P
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CIEGICE S I B B T

brarst des tfo log  asot
PN N PRT N ST
India country =POSS people is.3P
In this country there are people from Japan, there are people from America, there are people
from England, there are people from China (and) there are people from India.
CHG-2:19.2
AT FUFHT T =7 T AN AT AT
aur kae kae des tfo kMube log mon ilase
CONJ REL N PRT ADJ N A\
and  whatever country =POSS early-EMP people  come-3P.PC
And from whatever other countries, many people have come.
CHG-2:19.3
qEET & gRi AT gl
naw mon ke  sagini hoe
N CASE V
name=PL GOL tell-NOM-not-become-3S
I am unable to tell the names (of all the places).

Abbreviations
1p = first person, singular
2s = second person, plural
3s = third person, plural
3P = third person, singular
ADJ = adjective
ADJR = adjectiviser
ADV = adverb(ial)

CASE = case marker
CAUS = causative

CLSS = classifier

CN = compound noun
CNSUF = conditional/temporal suffix
COMP = complete

CONJ = conjunctive
DEM = demonstrative
EMP = emphatic marker
EQ = equative

F = female

F1 = future 1

F2 = future 2

GOL = goal marker

INC = incomplete

LOC = locative

M = human male

MAN = manner



Abbreviations

MKR

N

NM
NOM
NUM
PC
PERNM
PINC
PL

PN
POSS
POSSPRON
POSTP
PPRON
PRON
PRT
PTC
REL
REPRTDINFO
SFM
SRC

ST

TR

A%

marker

noun

non human-male
nominaliser
cardinal number
present complete
personal name
present incomplete
pluraliser

proper noun
possessive particle
possessive pronoun
post position
personal pronoun
pronoun

particle

past complete
relative marker
reported information marker
story form sentence marker
source

stative

transitive

verb
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