Halbi colours

Question to ask
The type of question to ask for best representation of a colour is:
kae biti ek dom lal? etc

white
Halbi word is podri.

black or dark
Halbi word is karea 'dark’ or karea rag ‘dark brown, black’

red
There are several kinds of identifiable red: rag raga r3g 'reddish brown, red’; d3"apra rag 'red’;
lal 'red'. The first two are preferred; the latter is borrowed from Hindi.

blue
The are two words for blue: nilea rdg 'blue, green’; nili r3g 'blue’.

yellow
There are five words for yellow. At the time of checking (1978) there appeared to be no real colour

difference between the words. The words are: pila r3g, hordi rdg, hardulea, hara r3g, gia rg
(this latter term is suspect).

golden
The Halbi word used is sona rag.

many coloured
The Halbi words used are kabra (large item) or kabri (small item).

striped
The term used is hira kabra.

speckled
For dark coloured speckled colouring the term used is kosea.

pale
The term used is sef seta. It is often used about a person when they look pale or unwell.

reddish purple / maroon-ish
The term used is supari rag. supari is the term normally used for the beetlenut mix.

fair / whitish
The term kesri was used in reference to my colleague’s hair which was a lightish brown colour. The
term is also used for lighter coloured hair.

lightish
The term used is goii garea and is neither podri (white) nor karea (dark). The term refers only to
people. Chingaru and Durga are gotui garea while Leda is karea.



