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Phonemes	of	Halbi	

Dr Fran Woods 

A summary of Halbi phonology is presented in the following tables. 

Consonants 
 

 bilabial dental retroflexed alveo-palatal velar 

Stops      

voiceless p t � t� k 

aspirated p� t� �� t�� k� 

voiced b d 
 d� � 

aspirated b� d� 
� d�� �� 

Continuants front back 

 nasal m n 

 vibrant r � 

 semi-vowel w y 

 fricative s h 

 lateral l 

Vowels 
 

 front central back 

Oral    

  high i � u 

  low e a o 

Nasalised    

  high �� �� u� 

  low e� a� o� 

The Syllables of Halbi 
 

The syllable patterns for Halbi are: V, VC, CV, CVC, CCV, CCVC 

The patterns CCV and CCVC may have a stop as C1 and /h/ as C2 or a /k/ C1 plus /y/ as C2. 

Nasalisation 
 

The nasalised vowels may be realised as [Vnd], [V��], [Vn�d��], [V	
], where V represents any vowel 

plus non-phonemic nasal transition/nasal consonant, plus voiced stop. 
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The Word Patterns of Halbi 
 
The word patterns of Halbi are: S, SS, SSS, SSSS, and SSSSS.  

SS is the most common word pattern. S and SSS occur frequently while the patterns SSSS and SSSSS occur 
mainly in conjugated verbs. 

The possible syllable patterns in SS words are: V.V, V.VC, V.CV, VC.VC, VC.CV, VC.CVC, CV.V, CV.VC, 
CV.CV, CV.CVC, CVC.CV, CVC.CVC 

Halbi Phonemes in Devanagari Script 
 

 bilabial dental retroflexed alveo-palatal velar 

Stops      

voiceless g    b    ]    X    S 

aspirated h    c    {    Y    T 

voiced i    d    ≤    Z    U 

aspirated j    e    ∫    ¶    á 

Continuants front back 

nasal k    f 

vibrant m    ≤‡ 

semi-vowel o    l 

fricative r    s 

lateral n 

 
 

 front Central back 

Oral    

high O≈    I    G 

low @    IB    IN 

Nasalised    

high O≈H    IH    GH 

low @H    IBH    INH 

 
 


